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TODAY Bab; DedicationA

We are overjoyed as Kingston and Aileen Lai dedicate their baby boy to the Lord. Ryan Qit Lai,
born on December 20, 2007, is blessed today by the presence of his nanny and helper Wiwik.

TODAY christmas Shopping

From books to church calendars, you will find the best Christmas gifts at our mega sale counter on
the 1%t floor after each service. Children titles are also found on the 9" floor. Hurry while stocks last!

TODAY christmas Love Offering

We will be collecting the Christmas Love Offering today. This offering will be given to organizations
and projects Island ECC plans to support. Project details can be found in the Christmas Love
Offering leaflets. Please prayerfully consider your partnership in this and put your offering in the red
envelopes provided.

TODAY Feeding Hope

Island ECC, along with local churches in Tin Shui Wai, Yuen Long and Kwun Tong, aims to collect
food for needy families in areas hardest hit by this financial downturn. Today is the last day for food
collection. Please bring canned goods, rice, noodles to the1® or 2™ floor food collection points.

TODAY Nursing Home Christmas Caroling

Island ECC is sending 2 Christmas Caroling teams to share the love of God at 5 nursing homes in
Quarry Bay today. These visits will include Christmas caroling, handing out gifts, and visiting the
residents. Please meet us at 12noon or 3pm at the ground floor lobby. No sign-up or prior practice
is necessary.

TODAY Citywide Christmas Caroling

Share the joy and the real meaning of Christmas by inviting your friends and family to join in the
historical Harbourwide Caroling at 12 venues today from 4pm to 5 pm. Come dressed in red tops
and red caps. Check out the website www.cityrenewal.com.hk.

DEC 24 «id's Club Arrangement on Christmas Eve

On December 24, there is a programme for 0-5 year olds on the 9" floor at 6pm only. All older
kids will join their parents for the service. For the 8pm and 10pm services, children of all ages will
join their parents. Special packets for kids to read and work on at the services are available from
the greeters.

JAN 4 Tennis with Sports Fellowship

Kick off 2009 with tennis with the Sports Fellowship. Courts are booked for Sunday, January 4,
from 3.30pm to 5.30pm at the YMCA King'’s Park. Charge of HK$60 per person will be collected
next Sunday, December 28. Advance payment is compulsory; please bring exact change. Your
volunteer leaders are Ivy Tam and Justin Leung. Email eccsportsfellowship@gmail.com.

JAN 4 How to Share Jesus with Your Kids

You have been praying for your kids and you really want them to know Jesus as their personal
Savior. How can this be done? Come and join Glen Braden, our Director of Children's Ministries on
Sunday, January 4 at 9.30am or 11.30am on the 8" floor to learn how to bring your kids to
Christ. Email classes@islandecc.hk for enquiry or to sign up.

Children's Ministry Needs a Part-time Nursery Coordinator

The nursery coordinator will be in charge of one or two services each week. This includes running
the nursery Sunday School classes and supervising the volunteers. If you understand, care and
have a passion to make our nursery (0-2 years) the best it can be, email kidsclub@islandecc.hk.

Deadline for Donations for Friends of Hong Kong Charities

Please take note that donations for Friends of Hong Kong Charities to be accounted for 2008
should be handed in no later than December 28, 2008. Anything received after this date will be
considered as 2009 donations. Thank you.

Christmas Decorations: All Christmas decorations and prayer magnets are provided by the Charlie Brown Foundation.

HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN

Many people believe they are Christians because they were born in a religious home
or go to church regularly, try to do their best, or live a good life. However, the Bible
teaches that these things cannot make you a Christian. You become a Christian simply
by taking these two steps:

1. Acknowledge that you (along with all people) have sinned and fallen short of
God's standards. (See Romans 3.23)

2. Personally believe that Jesus Christ, who was God in human flesh, died for your sins
on the cross and rose again.(See 1 Corinthians 15.3-4)

You may express your belief through prayer, asking Jesus to come into your life,
and receiving him as God's giff to you. (See John 1.12)

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast.
(Ephesians 2.8-9)
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TITHES & OFFERINGS

We encourage those who consider Island ECC their church home to prayerfully set aside a percentage
of their income and donate it to the church on a regular basis. If you want to make special monthly
tithing arrangements, please contact our Director of Finance, Karen Kwok at 2864-9334 or email her at
karen@islandecc.hk.

Fiscal Year 1 Sep - 31 Aug 2009

YTD Variance
-$0.4m

Annual Proposed Budget
$33m

YTD Budget
$9.6m

YTD Giving

Operating Fund $9.2m

Avg Weekly Budget
$637,137

Last Week’s Giving
$956,458

Weekly Variance
$319,321

- For cheque payment, please issue to “Island ECC Limited”.

- For US citizen/resident who wishes to have a US tax receipt, each donation must be at least US$100 (or HK$800) and
issued to “Friends of Hong Kong Charities Inc.” with nothing written on the lower left corner of the cheque. “Friends of
Hong Kong Charities Inc.” will not accept cash offerings. All contributions must be made by cheque.

- For offering via mail, please send it to “Island ECC Limited, 8/F, 633 King’s Road, Quarry Bay, Hong Kong”

Thank you.
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A Classic Christmas



photos: Women's Conference 2008

VVelcome!

Merry Christmas! We are in week 4 of the advent season. Hang in there; only 4 more
days to Christmas. There is just something about this season that keeps me in
expectation and wonder.

Today we are looking at one of my all time favorite movies, A Christmas Carol and the
idea of redemption.

Let’s face it; we have all had scrooges in our lives and if we are really honest, we have
all probably been one at some time or another. The theme of A Christmas Carol is that
of redemption, and of how nothing is beyond the reach of “being made new”.

One of the main themes of the Bible is that of redemption and how nothing is
beyond the reach of being made new. This is also what Christmas is all about. God
making things “new” through His Son Jesus. The Bible calls this God’s story of
redemption.

Thanks for worshipping the Lord with us today! Our hope and prayer this Sunday is
that you would understand the true meaning of this Christmas season—redemption,
and that you would see more clearly your role in God’s great plan for “making all things

new .

DECEMBER 2008 / JANUARY 2009

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
TODAY |22 23 24 25 26 27
Love Offering; |Indonesian Christmas  |Filipino Orphanage
Women'’s Ministries Eve Tea Time Outreach;
Prison; Christmas Services Christmas Indonesian
Nursing Home Party 6pm; Outreach; Ministries
Caroling; 8pm & Indonesian Christmas
Citywide 10pm Ministries Party
Caroling; Christmas Party
Feeding Hope
Food
Collection
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
Testimony Christmas Christmas Christmas Orphanage
Sunday; “Ball” “Ball” Training |“Ball” Training QOutreach;
Nursing Home Training Camp Camp Roadside
Christmas Camp
event;
Indonesian
Ministries
Christmas Party
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
New Class - [SMILE Men’s Global Global
Share Jesus  |luncheon Fraternity Outreach Outreach
with your Kids; Conference Conference;
Transformers; Orphanage
Sports Qutreach;
Fellowship
Tennis;
Every Man’s
Battle

MEN / CONTACT TOBIN MILLER / men@islandecc.hk

Men’s Fraternity
Men’s Fraternity will be on holiday until the week of January 6.

Men'’s Study
Men's study will be on holiday until 2009. Watch this space for updates!

WOMEN / CONTACT WIS SHIH / wis@islandecc.hk

Women’s Study
Women's study will be on holiday until the week of January 8. Watch this space for our spring Bible studies!
Merry Christmas!!

Single Mom’s Inspirational League (“S.M.I.LE”)

S.M.I.LE consists of caring single mothers who are willing to share, pray and grow in Christ together. We would
like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. May God continue to shower many blessings
upon your life. Our next regular luncheon is on January 5. Please contact Terese Cha (tcha@netvigator.com or
9839-1689) or Elaine Louie (elainefaylouie@yahoo.com or 9243-7716) for more information.

GH“.DREN / CONTACT GLEN BRADEN / glen@islandecc.hk

Kid’s Club is for all children ages 0 to 10. For all kids 3 and up, we offer a different
programme at each service. Your kids will not have to “suffer” through the same
lesson twice, but instead have two distinct and engaging services if you stay for
both services. The under 2s will be cared for and instructed with Baby Beginnings.
The 2s will experience life and God'’s love through Faithweaver lessons.
At 9.30am 3-4 year olds - In The Beginning

5-8 year olds - Large Group / Small Group

9-10 year olds- Precepts for Kids

At 11.30am 3-8 year olds - Faithweaver
9-10 year olds- Precepts for Kids (different material from 9.30am)
At 5pm Childcare for 0-10 year olds.

For more information on classes or how you can be involved with Kid's Club,
please contact us at kidsclub@islandecc.hk or call 2864-9319.

YOUTH / CONTACT MARCUS KROESE / marcus@islandecc.hk

We're going on a short break so there's no REAL:time until January 17! Don't worry
_ though, we're planning some random holiday get-togethers so make sure you

Sa“;gd;v 1513_10;?”" check our website and Facebook for updates!
e Reserve your ticket for the GO conference by emailing marcus@islandecc.hk.
_W Encounter is on break until January 16, but we will be planning fun events
i o e throughout the holidays. Keep checking our website and Facebook for all the

details!

:%&'ﬁéE There is NO High School Transformers today and December 28. Please attend
: ) ' o . |
"",’;',“_,. service with your parents. Middle School is still on at 9.30am. See you in The Edge!

For more information, please check out our website at www.islandyouth.hk.

CARE GROUPS / CONTACT TOBIN MILLER / caregroup@islandecc.hk

Do you find it hard to meet people after the church service? Want to be involved in a vibrant community of other
believers — sharing life experiences and encouraging one other in the Christian life? You need to be in a care
group so you can develop deep fellowship with others, pray and be prayed for, worship and study God’s Word.
Get connected TODAY! For more information, check out www.islandecc.hk/groups.

GLOBAL OUTREAGH / CONTACT WILLIAM PRITCHARD / will@islandecc.hk

Roadside — Cantonese Youth Outreach

Roadside Ministry is a local outreach to teenagers, many who are orphaned or have difficult home situations.
We meet on 9/F, 633 King's Road, Quarry Bay for a time of fellowship, songs, games on the following days:

» Saturday, 12pm to 4pm — Roadside activities (Youth Room, 9" floor)

» Sunday afternoon — local teens English tutoring (Classroom A, 8" floor)

If you are interested, please email Ida McCormack at idamacks@hotmail.com.

e Saturday, 10am to 12noon — primary children programme of Po Leung Kuk. Call Pat Cheng 2792-7284.

Kids in Need Ministry

We need volunteers for two after-school programs for the children of asylum seekers in Hong Kong: a
kindergarten group and a primary school age group. The program will be run either on a Monday or
Wednesday from 5pm to 6.30pm. Please contact Ida McCormack at idamacks@hotmail.com.

Filipino Ministries / CONTACT RIZA GUEVARRA / riza@islandecc.hk

* Today’s activity : Joining the Nursing Home Christmas Caroling at 3pm

» Saturday’s activities : Lunch Fellowship at 1.30pm

: Bible Study at 2.30pm

: December 25 - Tea Time Christmas Outreach
Your Filipino helpers are invited to join us in this event. Lots of fun and surprises
are in store for them.

: January 26-28 - “Equipping Leaders in the New Millennium” Leadership Seminar
From 9am to 5pm, 2" floor, 633 King's Road.
Registration fee is $80 (lunch included). Contact Riza Guevarra at 2864-9337.

* Upcoming events

Indonesian Ministries / CONTACT RIANI PARDEDE / riani@islandecc.hk

Christmas is coming! We are hosting a party to celebrate both God’s goodness to us and Christmas 2008.
Please encourage your Indonesian maids to join us. It will be on December 22, 25, 27 and 28 at 11.30am at
Takbir Community Centre. Please email or contact Riani Pardede at 6578-5016.

Short Term Mission Trips

» Christmas "Ball" Training Camp

English teachers/class assistants needed from December 30 to January 1 (10am to 4pm) in the Breakthrough
Youth Village in Shatin. The event is targeted at evangelizing 8 to 12 year old local students from the
impoverished Tin Shui Wai area. Contact Carl Gouw at carl.gouw@gmail.com.

MERCY MINISTRIES / CONTACT BRENDA COX / brenda@islandecc.hk

Women’s Prison Outreach Opportunity

Island ECC has an opportunity to visit Chi Ma Wan every month for the purpose of Bible study, worship, and
prayer with English-speaking inmates. We currently have a team who visits on the 3 Sunday of each month,
but have been recently asked to bring another team on the 1% Sunday. To find out more about this outreach,

please contact Brenda Cox at brenda@islandecc.hk.

Nursing Home Christmas Event

A team will be going to China Coast Community Nursing Home in Kowloon Tong to put on a Christmas event
for the residents next Sunday, December 28 from 2.30pm to 5pm. This is an English-speaking home. We
would like to invite you to join us in singing carols, putting on the nativity play (children are most welcome),
participating in games and a craft. Extend a touch of mercy this Christmas!

WAYS TO PRAY

Corporate Prayer - Join us in praying for our church, community and the world:

e Sunday 8.30am - 9.30am  Conference Room (beside reception desk), 8" floor

Sunday 1lam - 11.30am Living Room, 8™ floor

Sunday 4.30pm - 5pm Living Room, 2" floor

Wednesday 7am - 8am Living Room, 8" floor

Thursday 12.30pm - 2pm Chiaphua Ltd., 19/F, Worldwide House, 19 Des Vouex Road, Central
Friday 12.45pm - 2pm Charles Chu Solicitors, 13/F, Nanfung Tower, 173 Des Vouex Road

Come Talk to Us
Questions about life or simply wanted to talk to us? Meet us near the stage after each service.






