TODAY Island ECC Women’s Conference Registration
Join us at our Women’s Day Conference “Living in Wisdom, Walking in Strength” on October 18.
Jeanni Shepherd is our guest speaker. Today is the last day for registration, please sign up at the

information table on 1%t or 2" floor after services. Email Terese Cha at tcha@netvigator.com.

TODAY Nursing Home Outreach Info Meeting

We are building a team to visit and care for the elderly in two Cantonese-speaking and one Eng-
lish-speaking nursing homes. If you would like to know more about this meaningful outreach,
please join us for an informational meeting today at 11.10am on the 8" floor, or contact Brenda
Cox at brenda@islandecc.hk.

OCT 17-19 Love Actually V

Are you a teenager? Do you have questions about what the Bible says about love, relationships,
and dun, dun, dun: SEX? Join us for our 5" Annual Love Actually Retreat from October 17 to 19.
For an all-time low price of $250, you get an all-inclusive trip to Fanling Camp and a passionate
experience with Christ! The deadline for sign-up is today and you can do it online:
islandyouth.hk/loveactually. For enquiries, email marcus@islandecc.hk.

OCT 19 Men’s Ministries Beach BBQ

Come join us for a beach BBQ at Shek-O beach on Sunday, October 19, starting at 12.30 pm
and continue all afternoon. We will have food and drinks, frisbees, football (the Premiership and
Tobin kind), and most importantly fellowship. Non-Christians are welcome. Non-men (family, kids,
female friends) are all welcome too—but they must be invited by an ECC man! RSVP to Mitch
Law at mitch.law@arup.com. Cost is HKD 150 per person; kids under 12 go free.

0CT 19 Reaching The Muslim World

If you have no idea about how to reach Muslims or what God is doing in the Middle East, this is a
rare opportunity to hear directly from someone who does. Please come to a talk on Sunday,
October 19, from 2pm to 4pm on the 2™ floor. Invitation flyers are available at 1%t and 2™ floor
information table.

Children’s Choir Sign-up

Does your child love to sing? Do they want to praise God as part of a choir? We are starting a
Kid’s Club Choair just in time for a Christmas performance. Auditions will be held on October 19
and practices will begin on October 26. Please sign up at the foyer or send an email to
kidsclub@islandecc.hk by October 13. More information is available on flyers on the 9" floor.

Alpha Course

Alpha, a introductory course exploring the Christian faith with dinner, a video and small group
discussions continues through to December 8. Join us on Mondays at 7pm on 2™ floor, 633
King's Road. Contact Gary Cheng at 2820-9696 or gary.cheng@chiaphua.net.

Book Sale For Song Of Solomon Series

We are pleased to offer a number of titles relating to the current sermon series which may give
you an insight into relationships and God. Do drop by our book counter on 1%, 2" or 8" floor after
services.

Ways to Pray

Corporate Prayer

Join us in praying for our church, community and the world:
11am to 11.30am — Living Room, 8" floor

4.30pm to 5pm — Living Room, 2" floor

Personal Needs
Questions about becoming a Christian? Prayer requests? Meet us near the stage after services.

HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN

Many people believe they are Christians because they were born in a religious home
or go to church regulady, try to do their best, or live a good life. However, the Bible
teaches that these things cannot make you a Christlan. You bacome a Christian simply
by taking these two steps:

1. Acknowledge that you (along with all people) have sinned and fallen short of
God's standards. (See Romans 3.23)

2. Personally believe that Jesus Christ, who was God in human flesh, died for your sins
on the cross and rose again. (See 1 Corinthians 15.3-4)

You may express your belief through prayer, asking Jesus to come into your life,
and receiving him as God's gift to you. (See John 1.12)

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast.
(Ephesians 2.8-9)
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TITHES & OFFERINGS

We encourage those who consider Island ECC their church home to prayerfully set aside a percentage
of their income and donate it to the church on a regular basis. If you want to make special monthly
tithing arrangements, please contact our Director of Finance, Karen Kwok at 2864-9334 or email her at
karen@islandecc.hk.

Fiscal Year 1 Sep - 31 Aug 2009

YTD Variance
-$1.1m

Annual Proposed Budget
$35m

YTD Budget
$3.3m

YTD Giving

Operating Fund $2.2m

Avg Weekly Budget
$679,000

Last Week’s Giving
$506,115

Weekly Variance
- $172,885

- For cheque payment, please issue to “Island ECC Limited”.

- For US citizen/resident who wishes to have a US tax receipt, each donation must be at least US$100
(or HK$800) and issued to “Friends of Hong Kong Charities Inc.” with nothing written on the lower left
corner of the cheque. “Friends of Hong Kong Charities Inc.” will not accept cash offerings. All contributions must be
made by cheque.

- For offering via mail, please send it to “Island ECC Limited, 8/F, 633 King’s Road, Quarry Bay, Hong Kong”.
Thank you.

ISLAND ECC

8/F 833 King's Road, Quarry Bay, Hong Kong T 2864 8360 F 25289190 www.slandecc.hk
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Study of Song of Solomon
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VVelcome!

This morning we begin a series that you are bound to enjoy. The Song of
Solomon (or Song of Songs) is a musical, of sorts, about love, sex,
fighting, and marriage. Better than Mama Mia or Rent, this musical is
inspired by God to entertain us and instruct us on how to have healthy
relationships. Whether you are single, divorced, newly married, or well on
in marriage, this sermon series is going to challenge you in great ways.
You will be blessed.

Over the course of the next 8 weeks, we will explore some intriguing
subjects. And our prayer is that you will find the tried and tested principles
from God's Word to be worth implementing in your love life. Consider
inviting a friend or colleague, as everyone feels the need to have improved

relationships.

With God, all relationships are better. Today we will begin discovering how.

OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2008

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
TODAY (13 14 15 16 17 18
Twogether Men’s Bible  |Women’s Women'’s Women’s Marriage Women'’s
sermon series; |study; Bible studies; |Bible studies; |Bible study Course; Conference;
Transformers; |Women'’s Men’s Men’s LiIFE Group; AWANA club;
Nursing Home |[Bible study; Fraternity Fraternity Love Actually |Orphanage
Qutreach Alpha Course Retreat QOutreach;
Meeting; Roadside
Women’s Ministry;
Bible study Love Actually

Retreat
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Twogether Men’s Bible  |Women’s Women'’s Women’s Marriage AWANA club;
sermon series; |study; Bible studies; |Bible studies; |Bible study Course; Orphanage
Transformers; |SMILE; Men’s Men’s LiIFE Group Qutreach;
Men’s Ministry |Women’s Fraternity Fraternity; Roadside
Beach BBQ; [Bible study; LEAD Ministry
Reaching Alpha Course
Muslim;
Love Actually
Retreat
26 27 28 29 30 31 1
Twogether Men’s Bible ~ [Women’s Women’s Women’s Marriage AWANA club;
sermon series; [study; Bible studies; |Bible studies; |Bible study Course; Orphanage
Transformers; [Women'’s Men’s Men’s LiIFE Group Outreach;
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MEN / CONTACT TOBIN MILLER / men@islandecc.hk

Men’s Fraternity

Men’s Fraternity is on Tuesday at 7.45pm on the 8" floor at the church office and Wednesday at 12.45pm at
World Wide House in Central. Remember to bring your lunch! This semester we are talking about How to Win
At Home and At Work!l Be sure to join us! For details, please contact men@islandecc.hk or
daniel@islandecc.hk.

Men’s Bible Study

We are studying Patrick Morley’s book "No Man Left Behind". Please contact Charles Chu at 2877-3283 or
cc147@netvigator.com.

« Monday, 12.45pm-2pm at 13/F Nan Fung Tower, 173 Des Vouex Road, Central.

WOMEN / CONTACT WIS SHIH / wis@islandecc.hk
Women'’s Bible Study Classes

MONDAY

e 7.30pm-9.30pm Too Busy Not to Pray Phyllis Yew (9871-6912)
TUESDAY

e 9.30am-11.30am Community Bible Study— Wisdom of Solomon Kathy Hamilton (6055-2896)
e 1pm-3pm Genesis & Psalms (in Korean) Grace Hur (6033-5791)

e 12.30pm-2pm Dealing with Disappointment & Discouragement Deanna Sutherland (9248-8052)
& Florence Chiu (6182-6398)

WEDNESDAY

e 10am-12.30pm

® 7.30pm-9.30pm

Precepts Study on Ephesians
A Woman’s Heart— God’s Dwelling Place
- by Beth Moore

Chung Ling Chee (9172-1043)
Li-Yen Loh (9172-8091)

& Jessie Cheung (6237-3241)
THURSDAY
e 9.30am-11.30am Building your House on the Lord

- by Steve and Dee Brestin

Christina Miller (2570-3411)
& Julie Turner (2533 4464)

SUNDAY

e 11.30am-1pm

Becoming a Sacred Influence Shannon Hilliard (6290-1911)

& Jen Hammonds (9236-5522)

Single Mom'’s Inspirational League (“S.M.I.LE”)

We will be having a talk on “Fatigue of Body, Mind and Soul—What can | do?” by Jeanni Shepherd. Please
come and bring your single mom friends over for this inspirational talkk on October 20, 12:30pm to 2pm at
HSBC, Central. Please email Elaine Louie at elainefaylouie@yahoo.com for further details.

cH“-DREN / CONTACT GLEN BRADEN / glen@islandecc.hk

Kid’s Club is for all children ages 0 to 10. For all kids 3 and up, we offer a different
programme at each service. Your kids will not have to “suffer” through the same
lesson twice, but instead have two distinct and engaging services if you stay for

Qe,.'s Miny both services. The under 2s will be cared for and instructed with Baby Beginnings.

Sy '.‘,_.' The 2s will experience life and God’s love through Faithweaver lessons.
s :"3 At 9.30am 3-4 year olds - In The Beginning
"o v 5-8 year olds - Large Group / Small Group

9-10 year olds- Precepts for Kids
At 11.30am 3-8 year olds - Faithweaver

9-10 year olds- Precepts for Kids (different material from 9.30am)
At 5pm Childcare for 0-10 year olds.

For more information on classes or how you can be involved with Kid's Club,
please contact us at kidsclub@islandecc.hk or call 2864-9319.

<
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YOUTH / CONTACT MARCUS KROESE / marcus@islandecc.hk

No REAL:time this week due to all staff being at Love Actually V...but don't worry!ll
We will be having Love Actually Lite the following week here at the Edge. To register

s“‘::'fﬁﬁ:?"“ or if you have questions, please email marcus@islandecc.hk. The cost is $100.
Bring your bedding!!!
@ Instead of meeting at the Edge this Friday, come to Love Actually!!!l TODAY is the
last day to register for this totally amazing event. Also there will be a group heading
"":;ﬁ}:"“ to Passion on Thursday night. Woah busy week!!! Email marcus@islandecc.hk if you
have any questions.
TRANS & No High School Transformers next week due to Love Actually!!! Middle School will
FORIMERS still be meeting during the 9.30am service!
ages 11-18

For more information, please check out our website at www.islandyouth.hk.

GARE GROUPS / CONTACT TOBIN MILLER / caregroup@islandecc.hk

Do you find it hard to meet people after the church service? Want to be involved in a vibrant community of other
believers — sharing life experiences and encouraging one other in the Christian life? You need to be in a care
group so you can develop deep fellowship with others, pray and be prayed for, worship and study God’s Word.
Get connected TODAY! Pick up a care group pamphlet in the foyer or email caregroup@islandecc.hk.

LiFE Group

LiIFE Group returns to present On Location: Being the Salt and Light of the World. When you stop to consider
the decaying moral and ethical climate in our world, you may be tempted to wonder, "Is there any hope? Will
things ever improve?" Jesus' response is "You are the salt of the earth... You are the light of the world". You
have been strategically placed by God On Location to preserve culture and illuminate God's will for man. We
meet on Fridays (October 17, 24 and 31) at 7.30pm in the Living Room on the 8" floor, 633 King's Road.
Grab a bite before you join us or bring along a snack to munch on. Remember to take your Bible with you too.
We will provide some nibbles and a whole lot of spiritual food for thought! Email LIFEGroupHK@gmail.com now
to save yourself a space.

GLOBAL OUTREACH / CONTACT WILLIAM PRITCHARD / will@islandecc.hk

Local Ministry

Shalom Ministry ministers to underprivileged families, who have been victims of abuse. The Po Leung Kuk
(family centre) has asked us to partner with them to provide support to these families, mostly by providing
tutoring for children aged 8 to 14 years for 1.5 hours per week for 3 months. Po Leung Kuk has entrusted us to
assist 30 families’ lives. We thank God for this wonderful opportunity to be able to share God's love with
them. Please email Ida at idamacks@hotmail.com.

Roadside — Cantonese Youth Outreach

Roadside Ministry is a local outreach to teenagers, many who are orphaned or have difficult home situations.
We meet on 8/F, 633 King’s Road, Quarry Bay for a time of fellowship, songs, games on the following days:

« Saturday, 12pm to 4pm — Roadside activities

« Sunday afternoon — local teens English tutoring and Bible study

Cantonese tutor needed: Roadside would like to provide some basic Cantonese training/translation for
volunteers who enjoy the ministry but only speak English. If you are interested, please email Ida McCormack  at
idamacks@hotmail.com.

« Saturday, 10am to 12noon — primary children programme of Po Leung Kuk. Call Pat Cheng 2792-7284.

Filipino Ministries /CONTACT RIZA GUEVARRA / riza@islandecc.hk
« Today’s activity : Evangelism Explosion Training (Week 9) on 8/F, Classroom C at 2.30pm
: Care Group Bible Study on “Portrait of the Proud I" at 2.30pm

: Cantonese class with Horace Lo from 10am to 11.30am
: Lunch Fellowship at 1.30pm
: Bible Study on “Ordinary Day with Jesus—Everyday Relationships” at 2.30pm

« Saturday’s activities

Indonesian Ministries / CONTACT RIANI PARDEDE / riani@islandecc.hk
« Today’s Programmes : Prayer time from 10.30am to 11am
: Worship at 11:15am-12:15pm

: Bible Study from 12.30pm to 1.15pm
: Promotion Period until the end of October

« Saturday’s activity
» English Classes
Please encourage your Indonesian helpers to join us. All Indonesian Ministries programmes are held at the

Takbir Community Centre, 3/F, Morecrown Commercial Building, 108 Electric Road, North Point (Tin Hau
MTR Exit A2).

Short Term Mission Trips
« India: December 27 - January 4 (open for application)

MERCY MINISTHIES / CONTACT BRENDA COX / brenda@islandecc.hk

Prison Outreach

We have been given an opportunity to visit the men at Pik Uk Prison (Clear Water Bay) and Tung Tau Prison
(Stanley) two Sundays every month. We want to reach these inmates through worship, Bible study and
one-on-one interactions. Join us to help make a real difference in these lives.

Orphanage Outreach

James 1:27 tells us that "pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring for orphans and
widows in their distress." We are happy to announce that Island ECC's weekly visits to an orphanage have
resumed after being closed for almost five months. The visits are scheduled for every Saturday. If you would
like to join us in hugging and playing with the children, or would like more information, please contact Brenda
Cox at brenda@islandecc.hk.



October 12, 2008
The Greatest Hits

3 views of sex:

1.Sex is a god.

Philippians 3:18-19

®For, as | have often told you before and now say again even with tears,
many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.

*Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in
their shame.

Their mind is on earthly things.

2. Sex is gross.
Tertullian (c.160-220AD), early Christian writer and apologist. First to write
Christian Latin literature, and first to coin the term “trinity”. Thought sex to be
shameful and only necessary for procreation.

Ambrose (c.338-397AD) Bishop of Milan; served as one of the four original
“doctors of the church”. Preferred the extinction of the human race to marital
intercourse.

Origen, allegorised the Song of Solomon and took it to represent a love
story between Christ and His bride, the church. Taking Christ's Words
literally elsewhere, however, he castrated himself to prevent temptation. (“If
your eye causes you to stumble, throw it out; it is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes, to be cast into hell.”
Mark 9:47)

John Chrysostom (c.347-407AD), early church father and Archbishop of
Constantinople. Regarding sex, he found it wholly disgusting and suggested
that Adam and Eve had no sex before the fall. Sex, in his opinion, was only
an unfortunate result of man’s fallen nature.

Jerome, a Catholic priest and Christian apologist best known for translating
the Vulgate (the 5™ century version of the Bible in Latin); when tempted,
Jerome would throw himself into thorn bushes with the hopes that the
negative punishment would diminish any sexual desires.

Gregory of Nyssa (¢.335-394), Christian Bishop and saint. Tried to
establish Christian philosophy as superior to Greek philosophy. Believing
that Adam and Eve could not have had sex before the fall, he proposed that
there was a special tree in the Garden of Eden that causes pregnancy.

3. Sex is a gift.
Genesis 2:25
... naked, and they felt no shame.

The Greatest Hits

Song of Solomon 1:1-7
'Solomon’s Song of Songs.

Beloved
?Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth—for your love is more delightful than wine.

®Pleasing is the fragrance of your perfumes; your name is like perfume poured out. No
wonder themaidens love you!

“Take me away with you—Ilet us hurry! Let the king bring me into his chambers.

Friends
We rejoice and delight in you; we will praise your love more than wine.

Beloved
How right they are to adore you!

Dark am I, yet lovely, O daughters of Jerusalem, dark like the tents of Kedar, like the
tent curtains of Solomon.

®Do not stare at me because | am dark, because | am darkened by the sun. My mother's
sons were angry with me and made me take care of the vineyards; my own vineyard |
have neglected.

"Tell me, you whom | love, where you graze your flock and where you rest your sheep at
midday. Why should | be like a veiled woman beside the flocks of your friends?

ISLAND GONNECTIONS

Whather you are our guest or 8 member of lsland ECC, we are glad you have chosen
to worship with usl We would love to connact with you. Do you have a need or

a prayer request? Please take a moment to fill out the section below ard placs it in
the offering bag, or at a designated box on the 1st or 2nd fioor.

Name

Address

Mabil

Email

Today | attended the service at:
[] 9.30am []11.30am [ | 5pm

On the:
[] 1st Floor [] 2nd Floor




